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All Property Held in Trust 
All property held by or for a particular church, a presbytery, a synod, the 
General Assembly, or the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), whether legal title is 
lodged in a corporation, a trustee or trustees, or an unincorporated association, 
and whether the property is used in programs of a particular church or of a 
more inclusive governing body or retained for the production of income, is 
held in trust nevertheless for the use and benefit of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). 
 
Property Used Contrary to Constitution 
Whenever property of, or held for, a particular church of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) ceases to be used by that church as a particular church of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in accordance with this Constitution, such 
property shall be held, used, applied, transferred, or sold as provided by the 
presbytery. 
 
Property of Church in Schism 
The relationship to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) of a particular church can 
be severed only by constitutional action on the part of the presbytery. (G-
11.0103i) If there is a schism within the membership of a particular church and 
the presbytery is unable to effect a reconciliation or a division into separate 
churches within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the presbytery shall 
determine if one of the factions is entitled to the property because it is 
identified by the presbytery as the true church within the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). This determination does not depend upon which faction received the 
majority vote within the particular church at the time of the schism. 
 


